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Christian Doctrine

Who is Jesus?  The Bible teaches that Jesus is God.  Most important of all Jesus believed that he was God.  For example, Jesus knew that he existed prior to his incarnation and identified himself as the eternal I am who spoke with Moses at the burning bush.  Jesus told the Jews as he was teaching in the Temple, 

Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death." 


The Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a demon Abraham died, and the prophets also; and You say, 'If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.'  Surely You are not greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets died too; whom do You make Yourself out to be?" 


Jesus answered, "If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, 'He is our God'; and you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I say that I do not know Him, I will be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His word. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." 


So the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" 


Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am." 

 
Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple. (John 8:51-59).
When Moses had asked God is name God told him that his name was YHWH.  YHWH can be translated as I am.  Not only did Jesus believe that he existed prior to his incarnation as the eternal I am, but Jesus also believed that he was one with God.  Jesus told the Jews,

“I and the Father are one." 


The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 


Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?" 


The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God." (John 10:30-33)
In addition to these clear statements by Jesus concerning his divinity, some of his actions show that he believed that he was God.  When the Jews confronted Jesus for telling people that their sins were forgiven they told Jesus that only God could forgive sins.  Jesus replies that he has the authority to forgive sins.  When someone says to Jesus that Jesus is good, Jesus replies that only God is good and Jesus never denies that he is good; in fact, Jesus challenges his opponents to find any fault in him. Jesus accepted worship from his disciples in a time when Jews were allowed to worship only God.  Jesus had the power to control nature and the power to raise people from the dead.

The writings of the Apostles show that they too believed that Jesus was divine.  The Apostle John wrote: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God . . . And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:1, 14).”


The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians of Macedonia: “Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:5-8).”
 
Jesus said, “I know him because I am from him and he sent me. . . If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me (John 7:29; 8:42).”

God sent Jesus from heaven to earth, but the method and manner by which God sent Jesus is one of the most misunderstood miracles in all of history.  God’s method to send a Savior was to impregnate a young Jewish woman so that she would conceive a divine child.  The Bible is clear that Mary became pregnant through the Holy Spirit.   The Bible tells us:  
The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end." 


Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 


The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God (Luke 1:30-35).

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.  And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly.  But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." 


Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."  


And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25).

Jesus did not have a biological human father.  Jesus’ father is God.  Jesus, however, did have a human mother – the young woman named Mary who was married to Joseph.  
The Incarnation (God become flesh) -- Jesus said, “I know him because I am from him and he sent me. . . If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me (John 7:29; 8:42).”


God sent Jesus from heaven to earth, but the method and manner by which God sent Jesus is one of the most misunderstood miracles in all of history.  God’s method to send a Savior was to impregnate a young Jewish woman so that she would conceive a divine child.  The Bible is clear that Mary became pregnant through the Holy Spirit.   The Bible tells us:  

 

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end." 

Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 

The angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God (Luke 1:30-35).

The doctrine of the incarnation was not without difficulties.  Was Jesus God who lived in a man’s body?  Or was Jesus a hybrid—a mixture between God and man like Hercules whose father was a god and whose mother was human?  Some Christians believed that since Jesus was God we should call Mary is mother the “Mother of God”.  Other Christians believed that God could not be born so Mary should only be called “Mother of Christ”.  The debate grew until a special church council was called.  At the Council of Ephesus  in A.D. 431 two church leaders, Nestorius, the Bishop of Constantinople and Cyril, the Bishop of Alexandria led opposite sides in the debate. 


Nestorius believed that the Jesus Christ had two natures—a divine nature and a human nature.  Nestorius called these natures “prosopa” or persons.   Nestorius believed that Jesus Christ was both God and man and that these two prosopa were united in one prosopon, one person. 


Cyril believed that the union of the divine and the human in Jesus Christ was not a union of two persons but a union of two hypostasis.  Cyril believed that Christ did have a human nature but his human nature did not have a separate existence from his divine nature.  Cyril maintained the distinction of human and divine in Christ but he did not believe that they were separate.  
The Trinity   In the early Church, the doctrine of Jesus as God and the doctrine of the trinity were not yet formulated.  Various ideas about Jesus and the trinity were discussed and debated until a majority church leaders agreed on what they considered to be the correct teaching of the Bible, but not all the church leaders agreed with the majority.  

One of the men who had a different view was a man named Arius.  Arius did not believe that Jesus was eternal.  Arius did not believe that Jesus was God.  Because of Arius’ differing views about Jesus, the church leaders held a council to discuss the doctrine of Christ and the trinity.  This council is called the First Council of Nicaea held in A.D. 325. 
The Bible says in Deuteronomy 6:4 “Shema Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu Adonai Ecḥad.  (Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!).”  From this verse where we read: “the Lord is one.”  Arius concluded that since God is one, Jesus could not be God.  Arius believed that since God is one, Jesus could not be God.  The conclusion of the First Council of Nicaea was to condemn Arius as a heretic and in response to his teachings the Council of Nicaea issued the now famous Nicaean Creed that gave the orthodox view that Jesus is eternal God.  In this creed we read: “We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father . . . of the essence of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God. . . being of one substance with the Father.”
Jesus’ purpose   Jesus came to earth for the purpose of providing salvation from sin.  Jesus said, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:9-10).

The Bible teaches that all men have sinned and are separated from God.  The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in what is today the Aegean region of Turkey:

You were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. . . remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world (Ephesians 2:1-2, 12).
Jesus came to restore our fellowship with God.  Jesus accomplished this work of salvation through his death and resurrection on the cross.  Paul continues in the same letter:
Now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross (Ephesians 2:13-16).

The Kingdom of God 
Jesus spoke much about the kingdom of God.  God’s kingdom is not a geographical place.  You cannot travel to the kingdom of God.  The kingdom of God is a spiritual realm.  Two kingdoms or two spiritual realms exist.  One is the kingdom of darkness under the rule of Satan and the other is a kingdom of light under the rule of God.  The Bible says, God’s kingdom is life under the rule of God.  Jesus says,
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God. . . unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit                (John 3:3, 5-8).
Jesus explained the way into the kingdom by saying, Jesus says, “Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven Matthew 18:3).”   

The Apostle Paul writes, “He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son (Colossians 1:13).”  The Apostle Paul explained his ministry as one in which he 

did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house, solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. . . I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God. . . I went about preaching the kingdom (Acts 20:20-25).  
Paul preached this message because of his encounter with the resurrected Jesus who told him: 
To open [the Gentile’s] eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.' . . . I did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision, but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance. 

Repentance -- Our English word “repentance” is the translation of the Greek word .  The meaning of is “a change of mind or a change of attitude”.  Repentance is inner decision to change our life.  Repentance is similar to faith.  When a person puts his or her faith in Jesus they have made a clear decision to no longer trust in their own goodness or in their religion to make them acceptable to God, now they trust only in Jesus’ work of redemption when he died on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.  Just as faith is something which takes place in our heart, so too, repentance is something that takes place in our heart.  God’s plan for reaching sinners is that they are to change their attitude about sin and have faith in Jesus Christ. 

Baptism -- Jesus said, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  After a person turns to Jesus as their Lord and Savior the first step in discipleship is baptism.   Baptism is a ritual washing that was widely practiced by the Jews for purification.  Some Jews practiced baptism by emersion in water This baptism or washing is called “mikvah” in Hebrew.  The need for mikveh for ritualistic purification is so important to Orthodox Jews that they must first build a mikveh before they build the synagogue.
   A convert to Judaism needed to be circumcised (if he was a man), offer a sacrifice at the Temple, and be baptized.  
Water baptism signifies a cleansing, a purifying, a washing.  When a person turns to the Lord they must repent and turn away from sin.  When a person comes to be baptized in water they must confess their sins.  They must be ready and willing to turn away from their sins and live a new life of purity, godliness, righteousness, and faith.  The cleansing of the heart and soul was an inner reality that took on a tangible memorable outer reality signified by the washing in water.  

In the early Church if a person had not been baptized, then he was considered not to be a Christian.  The pattern of the New Testament is belief then baptism then acceptance into the life and ministry of the church.  The practice of Jesus and his apostles was to baptize those who had believed as a testimony of their faith.  Even Jesus submitted himself and entered the waters of baptism.  

The Church -- The Church of Jesus Christ includes all those who have been born-again through faith in Jesus.  All Christians are part of this universal church which they enter the moment they put their faith in Jesus.  

Local churches are congregations of believers where they:

· recognize their congregation to be an organized church 
· have leadership called elders and deacons

· practice baptism of converts and observe communion

· attempt to reach unbelievers with the Gospel
� Rabbi Berlin Berlin, Meshib Dabar as cited in Mikveh, Wikipedia [online] available at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mikvah#cite_note-4.   webpage accessed on November 8.2010.









