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Muhammad and Islam 

Islam was started by Muhammad an Arab who was born and lived in the city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia.  Mecca was built along the trade route between Dedan in the north of Arabia and Qedar in the south of Arabia.  Mecca was also part of the trade route along the east shore of the Red Sea
 trading route.Muhammad was born in Mecca in the year A.D. 570.  His parents died while he was young and he was raised by his uncle, Abu Talib of the Banu Hashim clan of the Quraysh tribe.  Muhammad's tribe in Mecca was the Quraysh.   Banu Hashim was one of the clans of Banu Abd al-Manaf, one of the most respected tribes of the Quraysh.  When his parents died, Muhammad did not inherit much wealth.  
Mecca, the city where his uncle lived, was a prosperous business center.  It was on the west coast of Arabia on the Red Sea and was part of an important trade route between the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean that ran through the Red Sea.  Mecca was the location of the Ka’bah a cube structure that housed 360 idols from the various Arab tribes and so Mecca was also an important destination for religious pilgrimages.  Most of the Arabs were polytheists, and these pilgrims helped bring wealth into the city.  According to Muslim tradition Abraham and Ishmael built the Ka'bah in Mecca. 
When he got older he began to work on the caravans and found himself working for a wealthy business woman named Khadijah who like Muhammad was from the Banu Hashim clan of the Quraysh tribe.  Khadijah noticed Muhammad’s skills and abilities and the two were married in A.D. 595.  After his marriage to Khadijah Muhammad became a wealthy and respected businessman in Mecca.  Muhammad had several children with Khadijah.  One of his daughters was Ruqayyah who later married Uthman ibn Affan who later became the third Caliph after Muhammad’s death.  Another of his daughters was Fatima who later married Muhammad’s cousin cousin Ali ibn Abi Talib.  Fatima would be very influential in the development of Islam after Muhammad’s death.
The Arabs had a tradition of going out to a solitary place for prayer and Muhammad often went to the hills and caves around Mecca for prayer.  On one occasion when Muhammad was about forty years old he experienced his first vision from God on Mount Hira.  This vision took place in A.D. 610.  Ramadan the month of holy fasting is important because this was the month in which Muhammad began to receive visions from God.  

Muhammad’s visions were visions of the angel Gabriel who gave Muhammad God's message. God told Muhammad to forbid idolatry and tell people to worship only the one true God.  Monotheism was not new in Mecca or Medina.  Although most of the Arabs were polytheists, some were Jews, some were Christians, and Zoroastrianism also had made its influence felt.  
A few people in Mecca believed Muhammad and turned to Islam.  One of these early converts was his cousin Ali ibn Abi Talib, usually just known as Ali and another wealthy business man from Mecca, Abu Bakr.  Ali and Abu Bakr were, like Muhammad, from the Hashim clan of the Quraysh tribe.  Two other converts Khalid Ibn Said and Uthman Ibn Affan were from the wealthy Umayyad clan of the Quraysh tribe.  These two clans were long time rivals and this rivalry would prove to have serious consequences in the development of Islam.  After Uthman converted to Muhammad’s religion, Muhammad asked Uthman to marry his daughter Ruqayyah as a way of consolidating the two clans.
Although these few men did follow Muhammad, most of the Arabs opposed Muhammad because he denounced idol worship.  Those who felt threatened began to publically oppose Muhammad and his followers.  Because of persecution in Mecca, Muhammad moved to Medina (Yathrib) in A.D. 622 where he could start a community of followers of Allah.  Medina is about 200 miles north of Mecca.  Muhammad’s journey from Mecca to Medina marks the beginning of the Muslim calendar and is called “the year of the Hijrah”.  After moving to Medina Muhammad told his cousin Ali ibn Abi Talib to marry Muhammad’s daughter Fatima.  Ali became one of Muhammad’s closest allies and constant companion.
In Medina many Arabs welcomed him and believed that he could unite their many rival groups.  Muhammad's role in Medina became that of prophet and leader of the community.  The tribes of Arabia lived by honor and retaliation. A strong leader would always defend the honor of a tribe by retaliation.  When Muhammad became the spiritual leader of Medina he also became the sheik.  The sheik’s responsibility was to lead, defend, and avenge the people of his tribe.  

While in Medina Muhammad’s followers increased.  Some of his followers began to have skirmishes with Meccans.  Some of the Arab tribes in Medina had converted to Judaism.  Jewish traders and teachers had been in Medina for many years and the Jews were very influential in Medina.  Those who believed in the Torah did not accept Muhammad as their prophet so Muhammad drove two of these Jewish tribes--the Banu Nadir and the Banu Qaynuqaout--out of Medina.  Then when a raiding party from Mecca attacked Medina in the hopes of defeating Muhammad, a third tribe of Jews--the Banu Qurayza--sided with the attacking force from Medina.  When the Meccans were repelled the traitors of the Banu Qurayza were put on trial and condemned to death.  Muhammad and his men executed seven hundred men.  This was the beginning of tension between Muslims and Jews.
  

Finally, after eight years of consolidating his power in Medina, Muhammad and his Islamic federation of tribes were strong enough to attack Mecca and they captured the city in 630.  After the Quraysh tribe in Mecca were subdued by Mohammad and accepted him as their prophet they began a campaign of political, military, and religious expansion eventually gaining control over all the Arabian tribes.  
Muhammad died in 632 and was buried in the city of Medina in northwest Saudi Arabia. The city of Medina and Muhammad's tomb are very holy to Muslims.  The first Caliph or successor to Muhammad was his friend, Abu Bakr. The appointment of Abu Bakr as the first Caliph is the beginning of the split between Shia and Sunni.  After Muhammad died the majority of Muslims wanted Abu Bakr to be Muhammad’s successor.  Others including Muhammad’s daughter wanted Ali, Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law to be the Caliph.  Abu Bakr and Umar one of Abu Bakr's advisors forced Ali and Fatima to pledge their loyalty to Abu Bakr.  Those who eventually sided with Ali believed that they had been attacked causing Fatima who was pregnant to miscarry resulting in her death a few months later.  Abu Bakr lived only two years after taking over the movement.  During those years Abu Bakr was primarily concerned with holding together the Islamic federation of Arab tribes.  Many tribes tried to rebel against the Muslims, but eventually most were subdued, and Abu Bakr was able to unite all the tribes of the Arabian Peninsula. 
Following Abu Bakr’s death, Umar was appointed as the next Caliph.  Umar was from the Adi clan of the Quraysh tribe.  According to Sunni tradition Umar disliked Muhammad’s preaching of monotheism and determined to kill him.  But as he makes plans to kill Muhammad, he learns that his own sister had converted to Islam.  Umar goes to her house and finds her reading the Qur’an and begins to beat her, but as she is beaten she continues to recite the Qur’an.  Umar hears the Qur’an and turns to Allah and becomes a Muslim at the age of 27.  
When Umar was appointed Caliph not everyone accepted him as the legitimate leader of the Muslims.  The group that had opposed Abu Bakr and supported Ali continued their opposition.  

Umar continued to expand the Islamic empire and in the west Egypt, and parts of North Africa, and to the north and east Umar captured Palestine, Syria, Armenia, Mesopotamia and parts of Persia.  Umar appointed Muawiyah as governor of Syria.  Muawiyah was a member of the Banu Umayya clan of the Quraysh tribe whose family lost control of Mecca when Muhammad conquered the city.  Muawiyah reportedly became a Muslim only after his tribe was defeated by Muhammad in Mecca.  Muawiyah gathered a great army in Syria and captured Cyprus and other territory.

Umar was assassinated in 644 by a Persian who may have either been a Christian or a Zoroastrian. 
After Umar’s assassination Uthman ibn Affan became the next caliph.  Uthman ruled the Islamic empire until his own assassination in 656.  In the twelve years that Uthman ruled he conquered Iran, Cyprus, more area in North Africa, and parts of the Caucuses.  Uthman edited the Qur’an into its present form and had most of the previous versions destroyed.  Many Muslims believed that Uthman’s edition of the Qur’an was a corruption and he was assassinated for this and also because of mismanagement of the Islamic federation.
   
 Ali was appointed the fourth caliph in Medina after Uthman’s assassination. Shi'a Muslims believe that Ali was the rightful successor to Muhammad since he is Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law.  Shi’a regard Ali as the first Imam and consider Ali and his descendants the rightful successors to Muhammad, all of which are descendents of Muhammad. Shi’a believe that the Imams are the legitimate Caliphs.  Shi'as believe that Muhammad explicitly named his successor Ali.  
When Ali became the fourth Caliph rebellion broke out in Syria led by Muawiyah.  Ali appointed a new governor, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr, grandson of Abu Bakr, in Egypt to quell an uprising but Muawiyah had him killed.  Mu'awiyah began a military campaign against Ali culminating in the bloody Battle of Siffin.  In this battle over 70,000 people were killed and many of Muhammad’s companions were killed.  During the battle Mu'awiyah stopped Ali's troops when he put a Qur'an on the tip of a spear and held it as a shield of protection from attack from fellow Muslims.  This action considered blasphemy and desecration of God's word. The battle of Siffin was so devastating to both sides that no clear victor emerged.
A third rival group from Banu Hanifah and Banu Tamim tribes tried to defeat both Muawiyah and Ali.  They sent assassins to kill both leaders.  Muawiyah was injured but survived his attack.  Ali was killed.
When Ali was assassinated in 661, Mu'awiyah was the most powerful leader among the Arabs.  Ali had appointed his son Hassan to be his successor but Muawiyah took control of most of the Arab forces.  Hassan was forced to sign a truce with Muawiyah.  Muawiyah promised Hassan that he would be the next Caliph should Muawiyah die, but Muawiyah had Hassan poisoned and appointed his own son Yazid to be the next Caliph.  But Ali had another son Husayn who many believed should be the rightful Caliph as son of Ali and grandson of Muhammad.  Husayn refused to follow Muawiyah.  
When Muawiyah died and his son Yazid became Caliph, Husayn refused to follow him.  Husayn gathered an army to oppose the Umayyad caliph and went to war with Yazid at Karbala in 680.  Husayn and all his men were killed and beheaded. Their bodies were not buried until three days later.  Husayn was buried in Karbala, Iraq.  Husayn’s martyrdom is commemorated by Shi’ites during an annual 10-day period that ends on Ashura. This battle remains one of the most bitter reminders of the rivalry between Shi’a and Sunni.  
Teachings of Muhammad 

Before Muhammad gave the Qur’an, some Arabs believed in the God of the Bible. Some had converted to Judaism and some had become Christians. Most only believed in other gods and spirits. A Muslim is a person who submits to God. Islam means submission to Allah.  The Qur'an is is collection of writings of Allah’s word as given to Muhammad by the angle Gabriel.  An important aspect of Islam is the Five Pillars of Islam.  The first pillar is Shahadah -- sincerely reciting the Muslim profession of faith: “There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet.”
The second pillar is Salat -- performing ritual prayers way five times a day.  These morning prayers are Fajr, the morning prayer which is done any time between dawn and sunrise; Zuhr is the noon prayer and can be prayed any time after the sun’s zenith until mid-afternoon.  Asr is the afternoon prayer and begins after Zuhr and ends just before sunset.  Maghrib is the evening prayer and begins just after sunset and lasts for an hour and a half.  Isha is the night prayer which begins about an hour and a half after Maghrib until the dawn.

Before a Muslim prays he must wash and put on clean clothes.  He must perform wudu (ritual washings). There are two forms of ritual washing.  The usual method is wudu, washing hands, face, and feet.  The other type of washing is called “ghusl”.  Ghusl is washing the entire body before prayer after sexual intercourse, menstruation, and other activities that cause impurity.  Another type of washing is tayammum,  a symbolic washing to be done  when water is not available or because of health reasons.  In addition to these requirements, women must cover their hair.  All worshippers must turn to face the Qibla, the direction of Mecca, stand upright with the head bowed, hands at the side, and feet spaced evenly. 
Allah is great, Allah is great, Allah is great, Allah is great. I bear witness there is no god but Allah.  I bear witness there is no god but Allah.  I bear witness that Muhammad (pbuh) is the Messenger of Allah.  I bear witness that Muhammad (pbuh) is the Messenger of Allah.  Hurry to the prayer. Hurry to the prayer. Hurry to the success. Hurry to the success. Allah is great, Allah is great. There is no god but Allah.

The Iqama is: “Allah is great, Allah is great. I bear witness there is no god but Allah. I bear witness that Muhammad (pbuh) is the Messenger of Allah. Hurry to the prayer. Hurry to the success. Prayer is in order. Prayer is in order. Allah is great, Allah is great. There is no god but Allah.”

Next the worshipper recites the Fatiha: “In the name of God, the infinitely Compassionate and Merciful.  Praise be to God, Lord of all the worlds.  The Compassionate, the Merciful.  Ruler on the Day of Reckoning.  You alone do we worship, and You alone do we ask for help. Guide us on the straight path, the path of those who have received your grace; not the path of those who have brought down wrath, nor of those who wander astray.  Amen. (Qur’an 1:1-7)”

Then the worshipper bows and kneels and touches his forehead to the ground and repeats the Fatiha.  In addition to the Fatiha the worshipper should also recite sections of the Qur’an called a rakat.  After reciting the fatiha rakats are said according to the salat.   For Fajr (sunrise)  two rakats should be said aloud.  At Zuhr (between noon and evening) four rakats should be said silently.  At Asr (just before sunset) four rakats should be said silently.  At Maghrib (just after sunset) three rakats should be said the first two aloud and the last rakat silently.  At Isha  (any time between sunset and sunrise) four rakts should be said the first two are said aloud and the last two are said silently.  To complete the prayer:  Look over right shoulder (toward the angel recording your good deeds), then the left (toward the angel recording your wrongful deeds); say each time:[image: image1] “Peace and blessings of God be upon you.”
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The third pillar is Zakat: paying an alms (or charity) tax to benefit the poor and the needy.


The fourth pillar is Sawm -- fasting during the month of Ramadan.
Ramadan is a commemoration of Muhammad’s first visions when the angel Gabriel first spoke to him the words of the Qur’an.  Ramadan is always on a different day as Muslims follow a strict lunar calendar.  During Ramadan, Muslims do not eat or drink during the daytime.  Then at night they can eat and sometimes great celebrations are held.  This form of fasting is done to help the Muslim learn patience and humility.  During the daytime fast a Muslim is to spend more time in prayer and focus his thoughts on Allah, confess his sins, and seek purification by doing good deeds.  Prior to Ramadan is The Night of Forgiveness a special Muslim festival when Muslims prepare for Ramadan by forgiving old grievances.  At the end of Ramadan comes the Id el-Fitr or Night of Power.  Id el-Fitr commemorates the descent of the Qur’an from heaven and the beginning of Muhammad’s ministry.

The fifth pillar is Hajj – the pilgrimage to Mecca.  
Islamic religion makes a distinction between belief and practice.  Belief is called “iman” and practice is called “din”.  The Five Pillars of Islam make up the most important of the din or practice of a Muslim.   
Muslims believe in six basic teachings.  Five of them are found in the Qur’an in Surah 2:177 which says, “It is righteousness to believe in God, and the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers.” The sixth teaching is God's sovereignty over creation.  Surah 5:19 says, “Allah has power over all things.”  
The concepts of God’s transcendence and omnipotence are the most important of God’s characteristics or attributes.  Most Muslims do not hold a fatalistic or deterministic view of life but believe that man must cooperate with God.  God gives us freedom of choice but in the end all that takes place is part of his divine plan.
 
1. Allah – Only Allah is God.  Allah is eternal, all-powerful creator of the universe.  A Muslim must believe in the unity of Allah called “tawhid”.  Because of Muhammad’s misunderstanding of the Christian concept of the trinity and because some Christians and Jews prayed to angels and even to glorified humans, Muhammad made it very clear that Allah is one.  According to some Muslims, Allah is incomprehensible and can only be understood by analogy.  Allah has ninety-nine names which tell of Allah’s many attributes but we can never fully understand Allah.
  Surah 6:102 of the Qur’an says, "That is God, your Lord. There is no god but Him, the Creator of everything. So worship Him. He is responsible for everything."
2. Angels -- The Arabic word for angels is mala'ikah.  The word for demons is jinn. The mala’ikah were created from nur (light), the jinn from nar (fire).  Jinn can also be good and/or evil spirits.  Angels always obey Allah because they do not have free will, but jinn have a free will and can rebel against Allah. Satan who is called Iblis is not an angel but one of the jinn. Allah told the jinn to serve Adam but Iblis. Iblis refused. Iblis said that he was superior to Adam because he was made from fire and Adam was only made of clay. Because of his rebellion Allah expelled Iblis (Satan) out of paradise. Today Iblis tries to trick people into disobeying Allah. 

According to the Qur’an some of the jinn became Muslims when Muhammad preached to them (Surah 72.1). 

3. Qur’an – Muslims believe that only the Qur’an is without error.  They do accept some other writings as having  been revealed by God to the prophets, but these books—the Torah, the Psalms, and the Gospels—were corrupted by Jews and Christians and are authoritative only when specifically confirmed by the Qur’an.  

4.  The Last Day  Muslims believe that at the end of the world all people will be resurrected from the grave to stand before Allah for judgment.. The Qur'an teaches that all people will be separated.  Those who believed in Allah and lived according to Allah’s commands will go to Paradise, and those who did not believe in Allah will go into the eternal Fire. Surah 2.81-82 says, “Those who seek to gain by evil means are enclosed by their sins.  These people are the companions of the Fire.  In this Fire they will remain forever.  But those who have faith and work righteousness are the companions of the Garden.  In the Garden they will remain forever.”  
5.  Prophets or Messengers Most Muslims believe that Jesus and Muhammad were prophets, but they believe that Muhammad was Allah's greatest prophet.   Muslims also accept most of the other Hebrew prophets.  Surah 2:136 says, “Say (O Muslims), we believe in Allah and that which is revealed unto us and that which was revealed unto Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the tribes, and that which Moses and Jesus received, and that which the Prophets received from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and unto Him we have surrendered.”

6. Divine Creed – Muslims believe that God has decreed all things to happen.  Muslims have a strong belief in Fate.  
The Hadith, Sunna, and Sharia

The Sunna is a compilation of the things that Muhammad taught or approved that help Muslim’s know how to live.  Sunna means “precedent”.  Muhammad’s words and actions set a precedent for other Muslims to follow.  There is a very close relationship between Hadith and Sunna.  Some Muslims see Hadith and Sunna as one in the same.  But not all Hadith have become part of the Sunna.  A hadith does not necessarily become included in the Sunna unless it has practical value for the Moslem community.  And the Sunna can differ from one area to another so that some Sunna reflect regional traditions.  

Hadith is a record of Muhammad’s words and actions.  Muhammad’s Companions were his closest associates.  These Companions watched the Prophet Muhammad and emulated his lifestyle.  The memorized his teaching and what the Prophet did, they did.  The record of Muhammad’s words and deeds is called “Hadith” and it is from these Hadith that Muslims know how they should live and act.  The Hadiths and Sunna are supplements to the Quran. Hadiths are used to supplement the Qur’an in supporting decisions in Shari’a law.   Some hadiths are legends about Muhammad or elaborations on Muhammad’s teachings.  
The Shari’a or Law is a collection of rules and laws that instruct Muslims in their everyday lives.  Shari’a means the “path to the water source”.  Usually Shari’a is understood to mean “the path of Allah’s commands”.  The Shari'a has its source in the Quran, the Sunna, and the Hadiths.   

Many Muslims believe that Malik ibn Anas and Ibn al-Shaf'i are Islam’s greatest scholars of Islamic law.  In all there are four main schools of Sharia law: Hanbali, Hanifi Maliki and Shafi’i.  

Other Shari’a are based on the ijma. Ijma is the consensus of Muslim religious leaders who have studied the Qur’an, Sunna, and Hadiths and then have come together to discuss and debate the issues faced by Muslims in everyday life.  Shari'a law gives instructions for how Muslims should live and gives guidance for politics, government, civil law, banking and finances, prohibitions against usury, the protection of property rights, inheritance of women, and other social concerns.  The Sharia does give instructions on many aspects of daily life but not all.  

When a situation arises that does not seem to be covered by the Sharia, the leaders of the community need to decide what to do.  Different Muslim communities used slightly different methods for determine how to decide on issues not specifically covered by the Qur’an or the Hadith.  These different methods to decide on Sharia led to the four systems or schools of Islamic jurisprudence: Hanafite, Malikite, Shafiite, and Hanbalite.  These four systems evolved in the eighth and ninth centuries.  The decisions and rules that these four traditions developed are called “fiqh”.  Fiqh means “deep understanding”.  Those scholars who were experts in the Quran and in Islamic theology and Sharia are called “faqih”.  

Some scholars have divided the Sharia into five categories:

1) what Allah has specifically commanded; 

2) what Allah has recommended but not commanded; 3) What Allah has left legally neutral; 4) what Allah has devalued (considered unworthy) but not prohibited; 5) what Allah as specifically forbidden.  


Sharia law is administered by a qadi, a judge who decided on legal disputes by following set principles of Sharia as determined by Muslim legal scholars called “mufti” and “faqih”.  The Qadis judges are appointed by the ruler of a Muslim country.

Four systems of Sunni Islam

Dr. Zakir Naik explains that one reason why the four mujtahid imams—Abu Hanifa, Malik ibn Anas, Ash-Shafii, and Ahmad ibn Hanbal—differed from each other is that when they decided on fiqh, they did not have all the Hadith available to them.

Hanafite Among the four established Sunni schools of legal thought in Islam, the Hanafi school is the oldest. The Abbasid (750-1258) rulers of Baghdad favored Hanafite law.  This system of Islamic interpretation was started by Abu Hanifa.  Abu Hanifa is the first of the four mujtahid imams.  He is important because since he knew some of Muhammad’s Companions he is considered a Successor (tâbi`i).
Abu Hanifa was the first to systematically arrange and compile Islamic law.  Abu Hanifa depended on personal opinions of scholars rather than on hadiths.  Abu Hanifa would meet his students and each would give an opinion on a particular legal issue, then Abu Hanifa would decide how to interpret the Qur’an and Hadiths.  The Hanafi school has the most followers among the four major Sunni schools.  Most Hanafi Moslems are Sunni who live in Central Asia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, China and other places around the world.  When answers to questions could not be found in the Qur’an, Abu Hanifa turned to reason and common sense to discover the answer.  

Malikite  Malikite law was founded by Malik ibn Anas.  Malik ibn Anas is the second of the four major mujtahid imams and is considered by Sunni Muslims as one of the most highly respected scholars of fiqh. Those who follow this school of Islam primarily live in North Africa, Egypt, Yemen, Sudan, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan.  The Malikite school relies on the Qur’an, the Hadith, and consensus of opinion.  

Malik ibn Anas was one of the first to begin to compile Hadith.  His book Al-Muwatta is considered to the first most important book in the study of Hadith.  His system of authentication is called the 'Golden Chain' of narration because his list is believed by many scholars to be the most authentic.  The chain of transmission consists of Malik ibn Anas, who narrated from Nafi` Mawla ibn `Umar, who narrated from Abdullah ibn Umar, son of Caliph Umar ibn Khattab who narrated from the Prophet Muhammad.  Thus, Malik’s Hadith are only three generation away from the source.

Shafiite Shafiite law was founded by Ash-Shafii. It is a combination of Hanafite and Malikite law. It is prominent in Lower Egypt , eastern Africa , and Indonesia.  Abdullah Mohamed Ibn Idris Al Shafi’i, (ninth century) synthesized Islamic legal thought.  Al-Shafi'i was raised and educated in Mecca and Medina, he taught in Egypt and Baghdad. His teachings laid the groundwork for the Shafi'i school of Sunni Islam.He took many familiar Islamic ideas and teaching and organized them.  His greatest concern was to identify the sources of Islamic law and then organize them so that they could be applied to every day life.  His book, the Risalah  earned him the title "father of Muslim jurisprudence."  

The Shafi'i school gives equal weight to the traditions (hadith) and the Qur’an, emphasizing the consensus (ijma) of the Islamic community as the most important secondary source of law.  It is considered one of the more conservative of the four schools of Islamic jurisprudence.
Hanbalite  Hanbalite law was founded by Ahmad ibn Hanbal. Ahmad ibn Hanbal taught in Bagdad in the ninth century A.D.  His ideas and the school that developed after him is fundamentalist and conservative.  One distinction about Hanbalites is that they are dedicated to erasing heresy. Hanbalites follow the Qur’an strictly and literally. In the early years of its spread Hanbalite teaching became popular in Persia, Syria, and Palestine.  Today the Hanbalite religious courts are active in the ultra-orthodox state of Saudi Arabia especially among the Wahhābis..  

Sects of Islam

Islam has over a billion people who claim to be followers of the prophet Muhammad.  The disagreement over who are the rightful successors to Muhammad divided the Muslims into Sunni and Shi'a.  
Most Muslims, about 800 million, are Sunni.  Sunni Moslems are the majority sect in the northern African countries of Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Sudan, Somalia; Middle Eastern countries of Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Yemen, and other Persian Gulf states, Israel, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, India, and Pakistan.  Iraq is about fifty percent Sunni and fifty percent Shi’a. Most Muslims living in East Asia are Sunni.  These countries include, China, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Indonesia.  About 200 million Muslims live in Indonesia.  Ten million live in the Philippines. The word "Sunni" comes from the term Sunnah, sayings from the Hadiths that record Muhammad’s words and customs.  Sunni Muslims accept only the first four caliphs as the true successors to Muhammad. 
Shi’s Muslims are the majority in Iran and Bahrain.  
Shites believe that Husayn the son of Ali and grandson of Muhammad will return.  Now Husayn is hidden but someday Husayn will come as Mahdi, the expected one. Muslims expect that the Mahdi will appear on earth before the world ends.  

Most Shi’a believe in Twelve Imams all descended from Muhammad.  In most cases the Imam was succeeded by one of his sons.
The largest group of Muslims is the Sunni. 

The Shia consist of one major school of thought known as the Jafaryia or the "Twelvers," and a few minor schools of thought, as the "Seveners" or the "Fivers." These names all refer to the number of imams they recognize after the death of Muhammad. 

Some Muslims are also Sufi.  Members of one Islamic group often do not accept Muslims from other groups.  This conflict sometimes leads to hostility and violence. 

[image: image3.png]Diagrams showing Timings of Daily Prayers



Ahmadiyya Islam 

Ahmadiyya Islam was founded in 1889 by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (c. 1839-1908) in Qadian, Punjab, India. Ahmad claimed to be the appearance of the Mahdi, a messianic leader who will appear at the end of the world to restore justice and faith in Allah.  Ahmad believed that he was a soldier from Allah who came to call people from all faiths to believe in him as the Mahdi. Ahmed wore clothes from different faiths to show that he had come to unite all people under Allah.  Ahmed believed and claimed that he is the Messiah of Jews and Christians.
Another of Ahmed’s teachings is that Jesus did not die on the cross but feigned his crucifixion and resurrection and then lived to be 120 years old in India.  This belief contradicts the orthodox Muslim doctrine that Jesus was taken up into heaven before his death.  Jesus’ survival of the cross is a very important teaching for those who follow Ahmed.  
Ahmad also reinterpreted jihad as a nonviolent battle against nonbelievers.  The weapon of jihad is not the sword but the pen. 
These doctrines, along with the teaching that Ahmad was a prophet like Muhammad, have led Ahmadiyyas to be denounced as heretics by both Sunni and Shi’a.

Today there are about 170 million Ahmadiyya Muslims in the world, but the movement has split into two groups: Qadiani, who consider Ahmad to be a prophet; and Lahore, who regard Ahamad only as a reformer of Islam. Qadianis reside mainly in Pakistan, where they are zealous missionaries for Islam and the two prophets Muhammad and Ahmad.  Lahore Ahmadiyyas was started in 1914 shortly after Ahmad’s death.  They stress peace and toleration and emphasize that the Qur’an is the final word of God and Muhammad is the final prophet.  
The Wahhabi are a strict, conservative sect.  Wahhabis try to follow what they believe are Muhammad’s original teachings.  Wahhabism is derived from Sunni Hanbalism via Ibn Taymiya/Taymiyya (d.1328). Later it spread from Mecca to Punjab, India via Ismail Hadji Maulvi-Muhammad and Sayd Ahmed. The Saudi Arabian government came to power as a result of a Wahhabi revolt. They emphasize tawheed, or the oneness of God. Within Saudi Arabia Wahhabis are considered Sunnis.

Sufism Sufism began in the 10th century as a movement to bring Moslems away from worldliness and dead orthodoxy that had corrupted Islam and bring them back to true faith in Allah.  About 20% of Muslims are Sufi’s.  Sufism is not a sect but an approach to God by which the faithful Muslims seeks to experience Allah through an immediate personal experience.
Jalāl ad-Dīn Muḥammad Rūmī is credited with beginning this mystical approach to knowing God.  Rumi was born in 1207 in Persia and he spent most of his life in Persia.  Rumi believed passionately in the use of music, poetry, and dance as a path for reaching God. For Rumi, music helped devotees to focus their whole being on the divine, and to do this so intensely that the soul was both destroyed and resurrected. It was from these ideas that the practice of "whirling" dervishes developed into a ritual form. The Sufi’s are mystics. The name Sufi comes from suf, meaning wool, and describes the woolen robe worn by the Sufi ascetics. They adopted the ideal of celibacy, poverty, and submission to god’s will.  

Sufis believe that god exists and is not known through reason but that he may be understood through intuition and ecstasy. To achieve this, some dervish orders engage in whirling dances and other religious exercises. 

Influential Muslims

Aisha bint Abi Bakr, wife of Muhammad

Muslim tradition considers Aisha as Muhammad’s favorite wife.  She lived with Muhammad for at least eight years before his death.  She is called “umm-al-mu'minīn, Mother of all Believers” 
Aisha is responsible for a huge number of Hadith.  She passed on over twenty-two hundred Hadith.  Because she had learned these Hadith, Aisha is considered a fiqih, a legal scholar.  When disputes arose concerning the accuracy of a hadith, the Companions would consult Aisha.  Apparently her decision was final.
The four mujtahid imams—Abu Hanifa, Malik ibn Anas, Ash-Shafii, and Ahmad ibn Hanbal (see above)
Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari
Bukhari compiled the most authoritative collection of Hadith.  His collection known as Sahih, Genuine is considered by some Muslims as second in importance only to the Qur’an. 
Imam Muslim
Imam Muslim studied in Iraq, Persia, Syria, and Egypt trying to learn as much as he could about Hadith.  He is responsible for writing several books about Hadith and collected a great number of Hadith.  His collection is also considered as Sahih, Genuine.  Imam Muslim was familiar with the Sahih of Bukhari, but Imam Muslim classified the hadith into three groups: 

1) straightforward hadith that are agreed upon by the majority of scholars.    
2) hadith whose witnesses are not the most reliable witnesses.
3) hadith that came down from questionable sources.

Abu Hamid al-Ghazali was born in Iran in 1058.  Abu Hamid al-Ghazali is one of the great Muslim jurists, theologians, and mystics of the Muslim world.  He was educated at Nishapur and Baghdad.  Al-Ghazali became a professor at the University of Bagdad the most prestigious university in the Islamic world.  Then in 1095 Al-Ghazali experienced a crisis of faith and left the university.  He gave up his possessions and began to travel.  Al-Ghazali began to study and practice Sufism, a  mystical form of Islamic faith in which the worshipper attempts an immediate experience  of God.  During this time Al-Ghazali travelled to Mecca, Syria, and Jerusalem before returning to Nishapur, Iran to write. Although Al-Ghazali was himself a philosopher, his anti-platonic and anti-Aristotelian philosophy successfully ended most Islamic dependence upon these schools of thought.  Al-Ghazali’s study and inquiry into epistemology lead him to reject rationalism and empiricism and he delved further and further into intuition guided by ecstatic experience of Sufism as a way to find an immediate experience of God.  Al-Ghazali’s approach to epistemology and his approach to spirituality had a major influence in Islam and was also influential among Jews and Christians.  His major writings include: “The Incoherence of the Philosophers” and “Deliverance from Error”.

Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-Arabi was born in 1165 raised in Spain and at the age of thirty-five made his hajj to Mecca.  Then he moved to Damascus and began his writing and teaching of Sufism.  His ideas gave Sufism a more pantheistic outlook that became one of the main characteristics of much of Islamic mysticism.  Ibn al-'Arabi believed that Allah had given him special knowledge.  He tried to explain his mystical experiences in philosophical terms.  He believed that Allah is absolutely unknowable and is completely incomprehensible.  We can only know God through analogy of the physical universe which is a manifestation of God's attributes.  Allah in his attempt to commune with man expresses himself through creation.  In order to know Allah the worshipper must penetrate beyond the natural phenomena to a consciousness of the 'unity of existence'.

The Battle of Baghdad in 1258 was a pivotal battle in which the Mongols destroyed the greatest center of Islamic power. The battle was a victory for the leader Hulagu Khan, a grandson of Genghis Khan. Baghdad was captured and destroyed.  The destruction of Baghdad caused a great crisis among Moslems.  They believed that Allah was the greatest of all gods and so Allah’s people could never be defeated.
Ibn Taymiyyah was born in Harran, Syria in 1263 and was a Sunni scholar.  He lived during the troubled times of the Mongol invasions.  As a member of the school founded by Ibn Hanbal, he sought to bring Islam back to seeking God’s truth as found in the Qur'an and the Sunnah.
Ibn Taymiyyah has had much influence on the modern radical Islamist movement.  
Ibn Taymiyyah was professor of Hanbali law, and taught in Baghdad until being forced to flee to Damascus during the Mongol invasion.  In Damascus his teachings were popular with political leaders and he was persecuted and imprisoned in both Syria and Egypt. He was imprisoned because he believed that the ideal Muslim community had been the original community in Medina, surrounding Muhammad.  Since those early days many Moslems have drifted from true Islamic faith and this degradation can be blamed on Muslim leaders.  When many Mongols turned to Islam he rejected their conversion because they continued to follow Yasa codes of law established by Genghis rather than the Shari’a.  Ibn Taymiyyah issued a fatwa against the Mongols.  His teaching is the basis for much extremism because those Moslems who hold a different view can easily be called “apostates” and deserving of death. These extremists believe that they have a duty to Allah to attack other Muslems whom they believe are not true to the Qur’an.  Ibn Taymiyyah also opposed much of Sufism.
Shajarat al-Durr was one of the few women ever to rule an Islamic state. Shajarat al-Durr was the wife of the Ayyubid sultan, Salih Ayyub, who died in 1250.  When Salih Ayyub died she assumed power, only after defeating Ayyub's son for the throne.   Shajarat al-Durr dominated the Ayyubid administration, either officially or from behind the scenes, until her death in 1259. She was the first woman to rule in Egypt since Cleopatra, and the last to rule in any Islamic kingdom.

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani (1835-1908) Founder of the Ahmadiyya Islam
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