The Apostle Paul
After Jesus was crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension into heaven God raised up other men to help the apostles fulfill Jesus’ command to take the Gospel to the nations.  One of these leaders was a man named Paul.  


Paul was a Jew born in the city of Tarsus in Asia Minor.  He was born a Roman citizen and his father was wealthy enough to send Paul to be educated by the famous rabbi Gamaliel in Jerusalem.  Paul became a rabbi of the sect of the Pharisees and became known as one of the most zealous of this sect.  As a Pharisee, Paul took part in the persecution of Christians.  He helped to arrest and even execute Christians and was sanctioned by the chief priest to hunt down the Christians who had fled to Damascus, Syria.  On the way to Damascus Paul had an encounter with God in which he saw a bright light and heard the voice of Jesus.  The encounter led Paul to believe in Jesus as his Lord and Savior, Paul was baptized in the name of Jesus, and he began to preach the Gospel.  Paul became one of the greatest of Jesus’ apostles traveling throughout Syria, Asia Minor, and Southern Europe preaching, teaching, and starting churches.


Paul’s ministry included three missionary journeys.  After his conversion experience Paul traveled to Jerusalem and then back to his home in Tarsus where he grew spiritually and continued to teach people about Jesus.  While in Tarsus a Christian Jew named Barnabas came to bring him to Antioch, Syria where many Jewish Christians had gathered and a large number of Gentiles were being converted.  Barnabas wanted Paul to help him teach this large group of new converts.  


While in Antioch Paul received a call from God to go to the Gentiles and preach the Gospel.  The Bible says:

Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."  Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.  So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and from there they sailed to Cyprus (Acts 13:1-4). 

This expedition was the first missionary journey which lasted about two years from A.D. 46 to 48.  When Paul returned to Syria a dispute arose between Paul and some Jews from Jerusalem who believed that the Gentile converts should be circumcised and follow the Law of Moses.  Paul and his opponents went to Jerusalem where they brought the matter before the leaders of the Church.  This event is called the Jerusalem Council which took place about A.D. 49.  The book of Acts chapter fifteen says: 

Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved."  And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue.  Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren.  When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them.  But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses."  The apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter.  After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe.  And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.  Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear?  But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are." 

All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.   After they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, "Brethren, listen to me.  Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name.  With this the words of the Prophets agree. . . Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood.  For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who preach him, since he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath."  

Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church (Acts 15:1-22).
After the Jerusalem council Paul left for his second missionary journey but he and Barnabas had a disagreement about taking Barnabas’ cousin John Mark because Mark had abandoned them during the first journey.  So Paul took a man named Silas.  Silas became Paul’s amanuensis especially after Paul began to have problems with his eyes.  Paul’s second missionary journey took place from the spring of A.D. 50 to the autumn of 52.  On this journey he visited many of his converts in Asia Minor then went into Macedonia and Greece.  He also teamed up with new co-workers—Timothy, and Priscilla and Aquila .   Paul’s third missionary journey was at least a four year trip from the spring of 53 to the spring of 57. 

When Paul returned from his third missionary journey he went to Jerusalem.  In Jerusalem Paul went to the Temple where several Jews stirred up the crowd against Paul.  These Jews had seen Paul in Asia Minor and had heard him preaching to the Gentiles and they considered Paul to be a traitor to the Law of Moses because he taught the Gentiles that they could enter the Kingdom of God simply by God’s grace through faith.  As Paul wrote in one of his letters: “For by grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves.  It is a gift of God so that no one can boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).”

 The Jews who hated Paul started a riot and Paul was arrested by the Romans as the instigator of the riot.  As a Roman citizen he could appeal his case to Caesar in Rome and so he was taken to Rome.  During this time he spent two years in prison in Caesarea Maritime (A.D. 59-60) and at least two years under house arrest in Rome (winter 60-spring 62).  Eventually Paul was released in A.D. 62 and continued his ministry until while in Rome he was arrested in A.D. 67 as part of Emperor Nero’s persecution of Christians.  Paul was executed as an enemy of Rome as was the Apostle Peter. 

