Chinese vocabulary

Analects of Kong Fuzi – most important Confucian writings
Ancestor worship -- prayer to deceased relatives to obtain their blessings.
Animism -- Belief in the presence of spirits of the dead and of natural forces in nature.
Dao -- Chinese term for ultimate reality, the Way, Nature, or God.  The Dao is the inexpressible source of existence.  
Dao De Jing -- Classic text of Daoism attributed to Laozi.
Daoism -- A Chinese belief system that advocates a simple, honest life and noninterference with the course of natural events.  Daoism deemphasizes behavior and stresses inward awareness.   
Feng Shui -- Rules in Chinese philosophy that govern spatial arrangement and orientation in relation to patterns of yin and yang and the flow of energy (qi); the favorable or unfavorable effects are taken into consideration in designing and sitting buildings and graves and furniture.
Filial piety -- Respect owed to one's parents and ancestors. 

The five relationships of Kong Fuzi -- the relationships between father and son, husband and wife, elder brother and younger brother, elder friend and younger friend, and the relationship between emperor and subject.
Five virtues of Kong Fuzi -- courtesy, benevolence, faith, diligence, and goodness.
Han dynasty -- Imperial dynasty that ruled China (most of the time from 206 BC to AD 220) and expanded its boundaries and developed its bureaucracy; remembered as one of the great eras of Chinese civilization
Han Feizi – Chinese philosopher who developed the legalistic teaching of the School of Law.  Han Feizi was part of the ruling aristocracy and his relatives were members of the ruling class.  

Junzi – (lord's son) Kong Fuzi taught ethical values by using an imaginary person called the “junzi” which he used to describe an ideal person.  The junzi could be translated as "gentleman", "superior person" or "exemplary person".  The junzi exhibits li in all his/her relationships.  The junzi also exhibits ren.
K’ung Fu Tzu (c. 551-479 BCE) -- founder of Confucianism which stresses honorable behavior.

Laozi – Chinese Daoist philosopher who is believed to have written the Dao De Jing (Tao Te Ching).
Li – The principles of harmony that should rule in society, especially between the members of a family, citizens of a nation, and between ruler and subjects.  Li includes Confucian rituals, courtesy, and propriety.

Mandarins -- A high public official of imperial China also called “Ru”.
Mandate of Heaven – Tian Ming; the divine right of rulers.
Mencius – (372-289 B.C.) Chinese Confucian philosopher who believed that human nature was basically good.
Ming dynasty -- The imperial dynasty of China from 1368 to 1644.
Mozi – (479 to 381 B.C.) founded the school of Mohism.  Mozi argued against Confucianism and Daoism in that all action should be directed towards the good of the people.  Mozi differed from Kong Fuzi by emphasizing that humans should practice universal love and not just love towards family.  Mozi taught equality of human beings and of states, in other words all nations are equal and need to respect one another’s territorial rights.
Ren – humane principle.  The quality of being a genuine human as he/she exhibits kindness to others.  Compassion towards others is the essence of ren. 
Ru – the Mandarins.
Shang Di – lord of heaven.  Deceased ancestors are obedient to Shang Di as citizens are obedient to the emperor.
Shu -- reciprocity

Tian – heaven and/or the supreme ruler of the universe.
Wu-wei – Daoist philosophy of accomplishment without effort.
Xunzi – (298-238 B.C.) taught that man is basically evil and needs education and social control (i.e. laws) to become good.
Yin-Yang -- The two opposite energies in Chinese thought that interact and give birth to the universe. They are not separate, but flow into each other. Yin is traditionally the feminine, yielding, receptivity, moon, and water. Yang is seen in the masculine, hard, active, red, sun, and upward-thrusting. 
Zhu Xi -- Confucian scholar and leader of the School of Principle.  Zhu Xi promoted Confucian writings especially the Analects, the Mencius, the Great Learning, and the Doctrine of the Mean.
Zhuangzi – leading Daoist writer.
Zhongyong (Chung yung) – important Confucian book that teaches the importance of moderation that leads to a harmonious society.
