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Vocabulary for Christianity

Anabaptists – those who wanted to reform Roman Catholicism by returning to the teaching of the New Testament.  These reformers believed in the necessity of a conversion experience and the re-baptizing (ana meaning “again”) of those who had previously been baptized as infants but now needed to be baptized as a believer.
Antichrist – the “man of sin” prophesied by Daniel, Jesus, Paul, and the Apostle John.  The Antichrist will rule the world persecuting Jews and Christians until hbe is overthrown by Jesus at his Second Coming.

Apocalypse – a symbolic type of literature common in Judaism and Christianity that foretells a dramatic end of the world, a judgment by God, rewards for believers, and punishment for the wicked.

Apocrypha –Jewish and Christian writings that have not been accepted by all Jews and/or Christians.  There are fourteen books that were written after 400 B.C. that are accepted by Roman Catholics but not Protestants.  These apocryphal books were never part of the Hebrew Scriptures but are in the Greek version known as the Septuagint.   Other apocryphal books written by Christians or Gnostics after the death of the Apostles were read in some but not all the churches.  Eventually, these books were not included in the lists of approved books.

Apostle – one of twelve men specially chosen by Jesus to preach his gospel.  After Judas betrayed Jesus, Jesus’ disciples chose Matthias to replace Judas.  Matthias was chosen from a group of men who had traveled with Jesus during his three year ministry.  Later Paul was called by God to be an apostle.  Other Christian leaders like Barnabas and Timothy were also called “apostle”.
Arianism – a heretical doctrine in fourth-century taught by Arius that asserted the radical primacy of the Father over the Son.   Arius may have been influenced by neoplatonic and Gnostic ideas about God’s unique and absolute oneness and transcendence.  Arius taught that Christ was a created being and was not co-eternal with God.   
Atonement – Jesus’ death on the cross atoned or satisfied God’s judgment against sin.  The benefits of Jesus’ atonement are effectual only for those who trust Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  Baptism – a Christian initiatory ritual that marks the beginning of a new life and entrance into the church.  Some Christians believe that baptism washes away sin.  The Roman Catholic Church baptizes infants to wash away original sin which we inherited from Adam.  Baptistic churches baptize only those who have made a personal decision to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior.  This baptism is done by pouring water over the new believer or by immersion of the believer into water.
Biblical criticism -- The scholarly investigation of the Bible especially the study of authorship.  Those scholars who seek to know when and how a book was written use historical, archaeological, and literary tools to analyze how the Bible came into being. 
Blasphemy – expressing disrespect for God.  Jesus was accused of committing blasphemy because he being a man called himself “the son of God” making him equal with God.
Calvinism – an important Christian theological system based on the teachings of the Protestant reformer John Calvin.  Calvinism emphasizes God’s calling believers to salvation by his election and not on human choice.
Canon – a collection of books accepted as Holy Scripture and recognized by Christians as genuine and inspired.
Communion/Eucharist – a Christian sacrament or sacred ritual of serving wine and bread as the body and blood of Jesus Christ or in memory of him.
Crucifixion – An ancient Greek and Roman method of execution by hanging the victim on a cross until dead.  Jesus was crucified in Jerusalem for supposed crimes against Judaism and Rome.
Dead Sea Scrolls – Ancient papyrus scrolls found between 1947 and 1960 at sites along the Dead Sea. These scrolls contain sections of the Hebrew scriptures and represent almost every book of the Old Testament.  Many sectarian writings were also found such as the Damascus Document, the Community Rule, and the War Scroll. These documents help us to compare other intertestamental writings and the Masoritic Text of the Hebrew Tanakh.  
Didache – a manual for church order.  The earliest copy of the Didache was found in Egypt and is dated to the early second century A.D.  Many scholars believe that the Didache was first written in Syria and copies were circulated throughout the Christian world.  The Didache has quotes from Matthew 6:9-13 and 28:19 which shows that Matthew must have been written sometime in the first century.  

Disciple – a student who attaches himself to a teacher as a learner and assistant.
Easter -- A Christian celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Christians in the west celebrate Easter on the Sunday following the first full moon after the vernal equinox following the Gregorian calendar.    Christians in the Eastern Orthodox Church celebrate Easter on the Sunday following the first full moon after the vernal equinox following the Julian calendar.    

Eschatology – the study of last things.  This study includes teaching about death, heaven, hell, judgment, resurrection, and the end of the world.

Essenes – a Jewish sect who did not recognize the Hasmonean priesthood and lived separate from other Jews.  Jerusalem had an Essene gate and an Essene neighborhood.  Other Essenes lived outside of Jerusalem.  These Jews practiced ritual washing and other acts to ensure purity. Some scholars think that the inhabitants of Qumran, an excavated set of ruins near the Dead Sea, were Essenes and that these Essenes were the custodians of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Evangelical – those Christians who believe in the authority of the Bible, the reality of miracles, salvation by faith alone in Christ alone, and the necessity of a conversion (born again) experience. 
Gnosticism – a heretical movement which attempted to subvert orthodox Christianity by introducing neoplatonic ideas into Christian doctrine.  Some Gnostics believed that our souls needed to be delivered from the evil of the material creation.  This salvation could happen only through special knowledge learned from Gnostic teachers.  
Gospel – the message that Jesus has died and has been raised from the dead to provide forgiveness of sins and new life.  The first four books of the New Testament—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—are records of this message.

Hell – the temporary place of torment where the souls of unbelievers live until they are judged and thrown into the eternal lake of fire. 
Inerrancy – the belief that the Bible does not contain errors because God superintended the writing of the Scriptures by supernaturally moving through the human authors guarding them and guiding them so that what they wrote is, in fact, the word of God.  The Bible says that “no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God (2 Peter 1:20-21).”

Incarnation – the doctrine of God taking on flesh.  In the incarnation God became a man in the person of Jesus Christ.

Last Supper – the Christian rite of Communion/Eucharist based on the Bible’s account of Jesus' meeting for the Passover meal with his disciples when he shared bread and wine just before his arrest, trial, and crucifixion.
Martyr – a Christian who suffers and dies for his faith.  
The Muratorian Fragment – The Muratorian Fragment is the oldest known list of New Testament books.  It is dated to the late second century A.D.  This fragment lists twenty writings of the twenty-seven writings that are in our New Testament but alludes to the first two Gospels Matthew and Mark which were missing from the list because the document has suffered damage.  The existence of such a list of books from the second century shows that most if not all of these books must have been written in the first century.
Parable – a story that used events from everyday life to express spiritual ideas.

Sin – disobedience to God.

Tatian’s Diatesseron – Tatian lived in Syria in the second century but traveled to Rome and became a Christian and a disciple of Justin Martyr (A.D. 103–165). Tatian later returned to Syrian where he arranged the four Gospels into one chronological book.  This book was used by the Syrian Christians as their only version of the story of Jesus from the second to the fifth centuries.  The fact that Tatian had access to all four Gospels in the second century shows that the Gospels must have been written sometime in the first century.
Yahweh – God’s special covenant name. 

