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Vocabulary for Judaism
Abraham -- (c. 2000 B.C.) the father of the Jews.  

Aggadah – the story aspect of rabbinic literature found in the Talmud.  Aggadah  is distinguished from Halakhah, the legal side of Judaism. 

Adam and Eve -- the first humans who were created by God.  Adam and Eve were created good but with a capacity for sin.  God placed them in a garden paradise called “Eden” and commanded them not to eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, but Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit.  As a result of Adam’s sin, all people have a sin problem and need to turn to God in faith and obedience to escape the guilt and judgment brought about by sin.    

Antiochus IV – the Syrian ruler who took control of the temple in Jerusalem in 167 B.C.  He was defeated by Judas Maccabeus who rededicated the temple.  According to the Book of Maccabees, the holy oil miraculously continued to burn for eight days.  This event is celebrated in the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah.

Ark of the covenant – a rectangle chest or box where the Hebrews kept the original copy of the Ten Commandments. Normally, the ark of the covenant was kept in the holy of holies in the Temple.  Sometimes the Israelites would take the Ark with them into battle.  In this way they hoped to have the protection of God.   

Ashkenazim -- Jews who lived in Europe, mostly Eastern Europe, such as in Poland and Germany.

Baal – a Canaanite god.
Branches of Judaism – Orthodox Judaism grew out of European rabbinic traditions from first centuries A.D.  Orthodox Jews practice strict observance of Mosaic Law.  Orthodox Jews accept modern culture while following Jewish traditions.  Hassidic Jews are members of a Jewish sect that observes a form of strict Orthodox Judaism.  Conservative Judaism began in reaction to reform Judaism in 19th century.  Conservative Jews are less strict than Orthodox but more conservative than reformed Jews.  Conservative Jews try to keep basic traditions while trying to fit into society.  Reform Judaism was started by Moses Mendelssohn who wanted Jews to join in modern society while still believing in the God of the Bible.  Reform Jews believe that they must keep the Bible’s laws but Jewish traditions are not binding.  

Chanukah – the celebration of Jewish victory over Greeks in 164 B.C.  Chanukah is an eight day festival usually in December.  Hanukkah is also called the “Festival of Lights”.  This festival is an eight-day Jewish holiday celebrating Judas Maccabeus’ rededicated the Temple.  Candles and lamps are lit especially the candles of the Menorah.  

Circumcision -- surgical removal of the foreskin of male’s penis.

Covenant -- An agreement or contract between God and his people in which God makes certain promises.  Some covenants are unconditional and some are conditional.  Conditional covenants require certain behavior from God’s people for God’s promises to be effectual.  

Divided Kingdom – The nation of Israel suffered a civil war and were divided into to kingdoms north and south for two hundred years (700 to 500 B.C.).  This was the time of the kings and the prophets.

Divine inspiration of Scriptures – the belief that God is the direct source of the Scripture.  God moved in the lives of holy men so that what they wrote was what God wanted them to write.
Essenes – a Jewish sect who did not recognize the Hasmonean priesthood and lived separate from other Jews.  Jerusalem had an Essene gate and an Essene neighborhood.  Other Essenes lived outside of Jerusalem.  These Jews practiced ritual washing and other acts to ensure purity. Some scholars think that the inhabitants of Qumran, an excavated set of ruins near the Dead Sea, were Essenes and that these Essenes were the custodians of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Fulfilled prophecy – God showed future events to some of the Jewish prophets.  Some of these prophets recorded these prophecies in their writings.  Two of these prophets were Isaiah and Daniel who wrote very specific prophecies such as the defeat of the Babylonians by the Persians and the rise of King Cyrus, the defeat of the Persians by the Greeks under Alexander the Great, the persecutions of Jews by Antiochus IV, and the defeat of the Greeks by the Romans.  

Gemara – The second part of the Talmud consisting primarily of commentary on the Mishna. 
Halakhah -- laws of Judaism as articulated during the rabbinical period and recorded in the Talmud.
Hasidism – a mystical tradition of Orthodox Jews who believe that God is present in all things and who worship in the joyful song and dance.  Hasidic Judaism was started in the eighteenth century by Rabbi Israel Ben Eleazer who was a healer and mystic from southern Poland.  Rabbi Ben Eleazer is also called “Baal Shem Tov”. 
Holy of holies – the most sacred place in the Temple which housed the ark of the covenant where only the high priest could enter once a year at Yom Kippur the Day of Atonement to sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice.  

Kashruth –food laws of Jews and determine which foods can be called “kosher”.

King David -- (c. 1000 B.C.) was Israel’s greatest king with whom God made an everlasting covenant.   

King Solomon – King David’s Son who consolidated the kingdom.  The Bible says that Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived.

Kosher -- Koshering of meat is done by properly slaughtering the animal by a trained Jewish butcher and then the removal of all blood.  

Maccabean Revolt – Jewish revolt in 164 B.C. against the Selucian occupation under king Antiochus IV. 
Mishna – The first part of the Talmud; a collection of early oral interpretations of the Scriptures that was compiled about AD 200 by Judah the Prince.  It includes six major divisions and sixty-three books (tractates). It covers agriculture, the Sabbath, holidays, marriage, divorce, property, damages, and legal procedures.
Monotheism – belief in one god.

Moses -- (c. 1500 B.C.) led the people out of Egypt and gave them the Law.  

Passover – Springtime festival that commemorates the Exodus and liberation of Israel from slavery from Egypt.   Passover is the second most important Jewish holiday.  Yom Kippur is the most important.  

Pentateuch – first five books of the Tanakh: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus.

Pharisees – a Jewish religious sect made up of middle-class Jews who were very strict in their interpretation of the Law of Moses and had many traditions.  The Pharisees were very popular and controlled the synagogues.  

Prophecy – the word of God as given to and through the prophets that sometimes included predictions about future events.

Purim – celebrates the deliverance of the Jews during the Babylonian exile when a government official of the Persian King Artaxerxes tried to exterminate all the Jews.  The Jews were saved by queen Esther, a wife of Artaxerxes who was a Jew and who was able to convince Artaxerxes to spare her people.  

Rabbi – a Jewish ordained religious teacher. Rabbis are respected teachers who teach in the Synagogue and also teach children in the synagogue schools.  

Rosh Ha-Shanah or the Feast of Trumpets – a two​-day festival that marks the beginning of the Jewish New Year around September.  The themes of Rosh Hashanah are: repentance, preparation for the day of God’s judgment, and prayer for a successful year.  

Sadducees – a Jewish religious sect made up mostly of the aristocracy.  Many priests who controlled the Temple were Sadducees. 

Satan – A powerful spiritual being created by God but rebelled against God and is now chief of a large army of fallen angles.  These angles are sometimes called evil spirits or demons.  

Sephardim – Jews who originally settled in Span, Portugal, or North Africa and immigrated to other places in Europe or the United States.

Shabbat or Sabbath is the day of rest, on the seventh day—Saturday.  
Shavu'ot or the Feast of Weeks – a day when Jews celebrate the anniversary of the giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. 

Shema is: "Hear O Israel! The Lord is God, the Lord is one."  

Sin – disobedience to God.

Sukkot the Feast of Tabernacles – for five days after Yom Kippur Jews set up huts resembling those in which the people of Israel lived while they wandered in the desert after their exodus from Egypt.  Today some Jews erect small huts in their back yards and will sleep in these huts during the six days of Sukkot.  

Synagogue – a local meeting place where Jews gather on the Sabbath for prayer, reading Scripture, and hearing teachings led by a rabbi. The synagogue gained importance in the diaspora, after the destruction of Jerusalem's temple in A.D. 70.
Talmud – a collection of ancient rabbinic oral tradition recorded in the Mishnah and Gemara.  The Talmud is the basis for religious authority in Orthodox Judaism.
Tanakh -- the sacred book of the Jews composed of the Torah (Law), Nevi'im (Prophets), and Kethuvim (Writings), thus the acronym Tanakh.


Torah (the Law of Moses) given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai comprised of: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.


Nevi'im (Prophets) include the Earlier or Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, Samuel (1 & 2), Kings (1 & 2) and the Later or Latter Prophets which are further divided into Major and Minor Prophets.  The Major Prophets include:  Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.  The Minor Prophets were considered one book—the Twelve Prophets.  The Book of Twelve Prophets are: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.


Kethuvim or the Writings have eleven books. These Writings include Psalms, Proverbs, and Job; the Five Scrolls:  Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther; and the last of the writings: Daniel, Ezra-Nehemiah, and Chronicles (1 & 2).
Temple, first was built by Solomon but was destroyed in 586 B.C

Temple, second -- The Temple was rebuilt under the direction of the Jewish governor Zurabbael and the high priest Joshua and the prophets Haggai and Zechariah.  It was completed in 515 B.C. 

Ten Commandments – ten commandments which are some of the most basic commandments of God.  

Torah – the Law of Moses also called the Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

Yom Kippur is the Day of Atonement.  Eight days after Rosh Ha-Shana, is Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.  
YHWH – God’s special name and the sacred Hebrew tetragram sometimes spelled as Jehovah but today is usually spelled Yahweh.  Yahweh is the all-powerful creator of a good world.  Most Jews consider YHWY too sacred to say so they substitute another name for God – Adonai.
Zadokites – the legitimate priesthood who were disenfranchised during the time of the Maccabees.  

