Judaism
The Absolute in Judaism is Yahweh, the all-powerful, all-wise, eternal, transcendent, immanent, spiritual being who created the universe.  Yahweh is a personal God who thinks, feels, and acts.  He is a heavenly Father to those who believe and trust in him and he listens to and answers the prayers of his children.  God is holy, loving, and just.
The Scriptures in Judaism is called the Tanakh.   The Tanakh is not really a single volume but actually is a collection of various writings that have been gathered together over hundreds of years and grouped into three divisions: the Torah (Law), Nevi'im (Prophets), and Kethuvim (Writings), thus the acronym Tanakh.  The Tanakh was written by various prophets, poets, and holy men during a fifteen hundred year period.  This collection of writings is believed to be holy because the primary author is God who is holy

Christianity
Explain the role of Jesus’ female disciples – In addition to a large group of men who followed Jesus, Jesus had many women who followed him.  These women served as Jesus’ assistants.  Some of the wealthy women supported Jesus’ ministry with their finances.  These women included at least two wealthy women—Salome and Johanna.  Salome was the wife of a wealthy businessman named Zebedee who had close connections to the Jewish high priest who was the second most powerful person in Israel.   Johanna was the wife of Chuza, an important official in King Herod’s court. 
The Absolute in Christianity is Yahweh (God), the all-powerful, all-wise, eternal, transcendent, immanent, spiritual being who created the universe.  Yahweh is a personal God who thinks, feels, and acts.  He is a heavenly Father to those who believe and trust in his Son Jesus.  God listens to and answers the prayers of his children.  God is holy, loving, and just.  In Christianity the one, all-powerful God exists as three eternal persons—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, therefore it is correct to say that Christians worship a triune God.  
The Problem and Solution for Humans in Christianity – Man’s problem is sin.  The Bible says that all men have sinned.  All people have disobeyed God.  As a result of sin every person is guilty and faces judgment.  Because we are unable to atone for our sin, God sent Jesus to die on the cross as a sacrifice for our sin.  His death paid the price for our sin.  Jesus’ work on the cross is applied to the life of a sinner when he or she turns away from sin and puts his or her faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
Explain the Protestant Reformation.  The Roman Catholic Church had become a hierarchical organization that had lost touch with many of its members.  Ungodly and unqualified men could obtain a position in the Church through simony and nepotism.  The presence of these ungodly officials led to all kinds of corruption.  Some priests tried to stop this corruption.  They believed that the Church needed to be reformed.  One of the first of these reformers was John Wycliffe in England.  Wycliffe’s ideas were spread to other parts of Europe especially Bohemia where Jon Hus attempted to reform the Catholic Church.  Then in Germany, the reformer Martin Luther was forced out of the Catholic Church but he successfully led many Germans toward a more biblical faith.  Luther’s example encouraged many other priests to break away from the Catholic Church.  
Bonus Question worth 10 points

Why, how, or in what way was the Protestant Reformation significant to European society in the sixteenth century?
Christians were led back to the Scriptures as the sole source of faith.  The gap lessened between clergy and layman.  The necessity for a personal experience and conversion became primary rather than infant baptism, church traditions, and ritual.  These true conversions brought a positive moral revolution to the countries where the reformation was successful.

Nations were able to keep money that previously had been flowing out of the country to the Vatican.

The return to the Bible led many Europeans to an understanding of the intrinsic value of work, sometimes called the “Protestant work ethic”.  Reformers emphasized that hard work pleased God and would lead to a successful life and was a way to help those who were less fortunate through charity.

Reformers translated the Bible into the vernacular allowing people to read the Bible and literacy rates increased dramatically.

Islam  
The pillars of Islam -- 1) Shahada -- Confession of faith “There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet.”  2) Salat -- daily prayers five times a day in the direction of Mecca.  3) Zakat -- giving to the poor. 4) Sawm – fasting during the month of Ramadan. 5) Hajj -- pilgrimage to Mecca. 

see next page

Major divisions in Islam -- 
Sunni Muslims believe that the rightful caliph should be chosen by consensus of the ummah (Muslim community).  Sunni Muslims believe that Abu Bakr was chosen by Muhammad to be his successor and so Abu Bakr was affirmed by the ummah as the rightful Caliph.  

Shiite Muslims believe that the caliph should be an imam chosen by God from the family of Muhammad.  Shiite Muslims believe that Ali, Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law, was to be the legitimate Caliph and successor of Muhammad, and they reject the first three caliphs.
Ahmadiyya Muslims believe that the rightful Caliphate ended in A.D. 661with the death of Ali, the fourth rightful Caliph.   Ahmadiyya Muslims believe that Allah reestablished the Caliphate under their founder, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad.  Since Ahmad’s death in 1908 the Ahmadiyya Community elect their spiritual leaders and believe that these Caliphs will be divinely guided.

Continue to the next page

How is the Nation of Islam different or similar to traditional Islam?
The Nation of Islam is a mainly African-American religious movement started in 1930 by Wallace D. Fard Muhammad.  Primarily the movement focused on civil rights of African-Americans and attempts to follow the basic principles of Islam. Members of the Nation of Islam believe that Wallace Fard Muhammad was the manifestation of Allah and the awaited the Mahdi.  According to the Nation of Islam’s official website: “The Honorable Elijah Muhammad identified the Master [Wallace D. Fard Muhammad] as being the answer to the one that the world had been expecting for the past 2,000 years under the names Messiah, the second coming of Jesus, the Christ, Jehovah, God, and the Son of Man. When the Honorable Elijah Muhammad asked Him [Wallace D. Fard Muhammad] to identify Himself He replied that He was the Mahdi.”
