Vocabulary for Hinduism

Advaita Vedanta – the monistic philosophy and teachings of Shankara.
Atman -- the individual soul or person.
Avatar – a manifestation or incarnation of a god.
Bhagavad-Gita – one of the most important writings of the smriti which tells about the Lord Krishna.
Bhakti yoga – the way of devotion.
Brahma – the god of creation and father of the first man, Manu, from whom all Hindus are descended. 
Brahman – ultimate reality.  Brahman is impersonal and can only be described in negative terms such as “not that”.
Brahmanas – belong to the Shruti literature.  They are commentaries and instructions used by the Brahmin priests in their Vedic rituals in the temple.  

Brahmin – the priestly class.
Dharma -- cosmic law similar to the concept of fate.  Dharma determines all of life.

Guru -- a Hindu spiritual advisor or teacher.
Jnana yoga – meditation and contemplation of wisdom and knowledge.

Karma – the idea of cause and effect.  Our actions have results and consequences.
Karma-yoga -- the path of right action.
Krishna – a manifestation of Vishnu.
Mantra – a sound, syllable, or word upon which someone meditates.
Maya – illusion.
Moksha – release from the endless cycle of reincarnation known as samsara.
Monism – belief in a unified universe.  The universe is Brahman; it is non-dualistic.
Tantrism – esoteric practices and rituals.
Upanishads -- the last of the Shruti are the Upanishads.  Upanishads, also called “Vedanta (conclusion of the Vedas)”, literally means: “sitting devotedly near.”
Varnas -- Sanskrit word for “caste” a social stratification of Brahmin, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and Shudras.
Vedanta – Hindu philosophy in which the goal of life is to achieve a state of self-realization or cosmic consciousness
Vedas – Oldest of the Hindu Scriptures
Vishnu – One of the most important of the Hindu gods and is part of the triad of gods: Brahma the creator, Shiva the destroyer, and Vishnu the preserver.
Yantra -- visual geometric shapes that help a person to meditate.  Some believe that the shapes are symbols of a god’s energy pattern.
Yoga – means “way” ; the four main types of yoga are jnana yoga—way of knowledge, karma yoga—the way of action, Bhakti yoga—the way of devotion, and raja yoga—the way of training the mind to free the soul.
